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INTRODUCTION. 


It  has  often  been  a subject  of  surprise  to  me,  that  ipi 
this  enlightened  age,  when  the  desire  is  so  strongly  dis- 
played by  our  public  and  domestic  legislators  to  assist 
the  advancement  of  moral  and  intellectual  perfection, 
no  attempt  has  yet  been  made  towards  obtaining  the 
object  of  my  present  efforts. 

As  a member  of  the  medical  profession,  I have  had 
abundant  opportunities  for  considering  the  subject  in  a 
physical  light,  and  I presume  no  one  can  deny  the  just- 
ness of  my  opinion  in  viewing  the  practice  I am  about 
to  condemn,  as  a disgrace  to  morality  and  Feminine 
Dignity. 

The  knowledge  of  my  name  can  add  nothing  to  the 
value  of  facts,  and  I have  too  good  an  opinion  of  my 
Countrywomen  to  doubt,  for  a moment,  that  they  will 
sanction  an  appeal  to  their  Virtue  and  Delicacy,  though 
that  appeal  proceed  from  an  unknown  quarter,  and  I 
am  satisfied  that  when  they  are  acquainted  with  the  true 
nature  of  the  danger  which,  if  they  submit  to  the  exist- 
ing shameful  practice,  they  have,  as  mothers,  reason  to 
apprehend^  it  will  be  their  earnestt  endeavour,  by  precept 
and  example,  to  advocate  the  cause  I plead. 

As  what  I write  is  intended  to  operate  against  the 
unlimited,  employment  of  ‘■^Men  Midwives,”  and  as  it 
must,  if  successful,  deprive  my  Medical  Brethren  and 
myself  of  considerable  emolument,  there  need  be  nc 
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other  proof  that  my  motives  in  publishing  this  exposition  . 
©f  so  improper  and  disgraceful  a system  are  disinterested ; 
and  that  my  chief  aim  is  to  maintain,  pure  and  unsullied, 
the  Dignity  and  Character  of  your  Sex. 

It  would  be  too  much  not  to  expect  considerable 
opposition  to  my  endeavours : there  are  always  those, 
who,  for  the  sake  of  pecuniary  benefit,  will  unblushingly 
recommend  and  pursue  a course  calculated  to  forward 
their  sordid  wishes,  convinced,  though  they  be,  that 
such  a course  is  contrary  to  every  moral  principle,  many 
cannot  afford  to  relinquish  a practice  productive  of  so 
much  profit,  still,  neither  the  mercenary  view-s  nor  the 
poverty  of  any  one  can  ever  justify  a departure  from 
propriety. 

The  subject  is -one  of  considerable  delicacy  and  dif- 
ficulty, but  I will  not  introduce  into  the  discussion  of  it 
language  which  can  be  avoided,  and  should  any  expres- 
sipn  I may  use  appear  rude,  I can  only  claim  an  excuse 
from  necessity.  The  work  is  intended  for  the  perusal 
of  Wives  and  Mothers,  and  they  ought  to  be  acquaint-- 
ed  with  terms  connected  with  so  important  a portion 
of  the  female  economy^  as  that  employed  in  the  office 
of  Parturition.  The  cause  is  your  own,  and  1 cannot 
persurfde  myself  you  will  disregard  the  advice  contained, 
in  these  pages,  conducive,  as  it  is,  to  your  interest,  and 
certain,  if  attended  to,  to  inhance  the  respect  and  ad- 
miration our  sex  must  ever  with  to  entertain  for  yours. 

Author... 


ADDRESS. 


I will  commence  this  Address  by  quoting 
some  parts  of  the  Evidence  given  during 
an  Inquest  held  upon  the  body  of  a woman, 
who  was  represented  to  have  died'in  con- 
sequence of  improper  treatment  by  a “ man- 
midwife.”  The  evidence  not  only  shews 
how  unnecessary  and  dangerous  force  and 
instruments  are  in  a great  majority  of 
labours,  but  is  also  a convincing  proof  that, 
no  extraordinary  assistance  being  called 
for,  the  duties  so  generally  usurped  by  men, 
are  such  as  females  are  equally  capable  of 
performing. 

t 

It  appears  the  Surgeon  who  was  engaoed- 
to  attend  the  unfortunate  woman,  hap-- 
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pened  to  be  from  home  when  wanted,  and 
another  was  sent  for,  but  he,  also,  being 
out,  his  assistant,  who  officiated  for  him, 
in  order  to  expedite  the  labour,  had  used 
instruments,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of 
his  patient’s  friends.  The  enquiry  was 
instituted  to  ascertain  how  far  the  injuries 
she  had  received  from  those  instruments, 
had  contributed  to  her  death. , The  assis- 
tant was  committed  for  trial  on  a verdict 
of  Manslaughter.  He- was  not,  however, 
brought  up  for  trial,  and  although  we  may 
acquit  him  of  any  intentional  injury,  the 
opinions  of  the  witnesses  are  sufficient  to 
shew  what  mischief  is,  and  may  be,  done 
by  using  instruments,  as  well  as  the  reasons 
for  using  them.  The  child,  whose  head 
had  sustained  some  injury,  was  living,  at 
the  time  of  the  inquest,  but  died  at  the  age 
of  nine  weeks. 

Mr.  ***,  Surgeon,  deposed,  that  he  iiad 
practised  as  an  accoucheur  sixteen  years. 
About  two  months  previous  to  the  confine- 
ment of  deceased,  he  was  applied  to  by  her 
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to  attend  her  on  that  occasion.  He  was 
absent  from  Tuesday  the  16th  to  Friday 
the  19th  September.  On  his  return  he 
immediately  visited  the  deceased,  who  had, 
in  the  mean  time^  been  confined.  She 
communicated  to  him  all  the  particulars 
incident  to  her  delivery,  and  said  she 

thought  Mr. had  interfered  too  much, 

having  scarcely  had  his  hands  off‘  her  from 
the  time  he  first  came,  about  half  past  two 
in  the  morning,  until  Mr.  H.  who  was  sent 
for,  took  her  in  hand  in  tlie  evening.  She 
complained  of  pain.  He  examined  her, 
and  found  considerable  swelling  and  in- 
flammation, and  a slight  tear  in  the  Vagina, 
which  he  considered  to  have  been  caused 
bg  the  parts  being  locked  in,  in  closing  the 
handles  of  the  forceps.  The  patient  died 
on  the  25th  September.  Witness  was 
present  at  the  dissection  and  examination 
of  the  body,  and  had  no  doubt  of  inflam- 
mation, and  consequent  mortification  of  the 
womb,  having  been  the  cause  of  the  death. 
He  considered  the  inflammation  of  the 
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mouth  of  the  womb  to  have  been  occasioned  by> 
repeated  attempts  to  dilate  it  with  the  fingers. 
Had  had  occasion  several  times  to  use  in- 
struments* but  never  took  upon  himself  to 
do  sOy  ivithout  the  sanction  of  one  or  more 
experienced  medical  men. 

Mr.  **,  Surgeon,  deposed,  that  he  had 
practised  as  an  accoucheur  14  years.  He 
was  sent  for  to  deceased  on  Thursday  the 
18th  September.  At  deceased’s  house  he 
found  Mr.  H.  and  his  assistant.  The  latr 
ter  was  about  to  apply  the  forceps,  but  wit- 
ness said  they  were  unnecessary,  to  which 
Mr.  H.  replied  “persons  like  me,  who  have 
a great  deal  to  do  in  midwifery,  are  obliged 
to  make  use  of  instruments.’'  Witness 
attended  the  examination  of  the  body. 
The  whole  body  of  the  womb  was  in  a high 
state  of  inflammation,  and  its  mouth,  as  also 
the  Vagina,  were  in  a state  of  gangrene,  or 
mortification.  W itness  was  of  opinion  that 
death  was  caused  by  mortification,  and  that 
mortification  was  not  brought  on  by  natural 
labour.  The  use  of  instrmnents  saves  very 
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considerably  the  time  of  the  medical  man. 
Witness  lia4  delivered  some  hundreds  of 
women,  and  had  only  used  instruments  twicer 
and  in  those  cases  he  thought  it  necessary 
for  the  saving  of  the  patient’s  life. 

Mr.  Surgeon,  deposed,  that  he  had 
practised  as  an  accoucheur  25  years . From 
the  evidence  of  the  several  witnesses  which 
he  had  heard  read  over,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  use  of  instruments  was  not  called 
for  in  the  case.  That  opinion  was  founded 
upon  the  very  rare  necessity  Jor  using  them 
in  natural  labours,  in  the  case  of  tvell  formed 
females.  The  witness  stated  the  appear- 
ances, on  examination,  were  as  described. 
His  opinion  was  that  the  death  was  owing 
to  mortification,  succeeding  inflammation, 
and  that  the  inflammation  was  caused  by 
some  violence  inflicted  upon  the  vagina  and 
mouth  of  the  womb.  This  witness  said  he 
had  been  for  twenty  years,  one  of  the  Sur- 
geons to  the  Ladies’  Lying-in  Charity, 
and  during  that  time,  when  probably  from 
one  thousand  to  fifteen  hundred  cases  of 
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delivery  occured  in  each  year,  he  did  not 
believe  that  he  witnessed  the  use  of  instru- 
ments, or  considered  it  necessary,  above 
twenty  times,  the  Surgeons  being  only  called 
in  in  cases  of  difficulty  or  danger.  The  use 
of  instruments,  he  admitted,  does  save  the 
time  of  the  medical  many  but  he  would  not 
resort  to  them  ivithout  endeavouring  to  ob- 
tain the  counsel  and  assistance  of  some  other 
experienced  praclilioner. 

As  I proceed  I shall  make  a few  remarks 
upon  the  foregoing  evidence,  a report  of 
which  was  kindly  sent  me  by  a particular 
friend,  residing  in  the  town  where  the 
enquiry  was  held. 

That  a woman  in  labour  must,  from  the 
earliest  ages,  have  required  assistance  must 
be  allowed,  but  it  was  not  until  the  middle 
of  the  seventeenth  century  that  we  hear  of 
a “Man-midwife”  being  employed  in 
Europe.  The  introduction  of  such  a prac- 
tice was  worthy  its  first  patroness,  an  aban- 
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'doned  mistress  of  the  French  King,  Louis 
the  IVth.  What  greater  necessity  is  there 
now  for  those  non-descrij^t  assistants,  than 
formerly  ? I do  not  deny  that  we  do  meet 
with,  (but,  very  seldom  indeed)  cases  of 
labour  connected  with  some  disorder  re- 
quiring Surgical  assistance,  but  this  admis- 
sion does  not  sanction  the  abme  oi  the 
practice.  In  all  those  cases  some  previous 
intimation  of  the  disorder  is  given;  and  if 
there  were  not  such  intimation,  even  up  to 
the  approach  of  labour,  sufficient  time  will 
always  be  allowed  the  Midwife  to  procure 
male  aid.  It  was  stated  by  the  experi- 
enced medical  witnesses  examined  at  the 
inquest,  that  they  would  not  use  instru- 
ments without  further  advice — a tacit  ad- 
mission that  although  they  mightdeem  the 
use  requisite,  they  conceived  that  time  is 
permitted  to  call  in^  and  consult,  a profes- 
sional brother.  I never  yet  met  a respect- 
able Surgeon  who  would,  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, apply  them.  Is  not  a strong 
proof  afforded  that  no  uncommon  danger 
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could  arise  from  the  case  being  left  in  the 
hands  of  a midwife,  who,  if  the  delivery 
became  tedious  and  intricate,  would  at  last 
only  do  what  a surgeon  must  be  obliged  lu 
do  under  the  same  circumstances — viz. — 
send  for  further  counsel ! In  all  cases 
where  the  application  of  instruments  is 
called  for  merely  to  expedite  delivery,  and 
not  io  totally  destroy  the  foetirs,  I contend 
that  none  but  females  should  be  permitted 
to  act.  Of  course  when,  owing  to  malfor- 
mation of  the  mother,  or  other  causes,  it 
becomes  necessary  to  take  away  the  infant's 
life,  I would  not  object  to  the  perforator 
&c.  being  applied  by  a Surgeon,  for  such 
a task  should  not  be  imposed  on  any  fe- 
male. 

Let  us  inquire  what  is  the  proportion  of 
natural  labours  to  those  requiring  the  ap- 
plication of  instruments,  or  manual  force. 
®y  “natural  labour”  is  generally  under- 
stood to  be  that  which  is  over  within  twen- 
ty-four hours  after  the  waters  are  dis- 
charged ; the  head  presenting,  and  the 
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foetus  expelled  by  the  exertions  of  the 
womb  alone.  Labours  frequently  continue 
for  two  or  three  days,  the  mother  being  at 
last  safely  delivered,  without  forceps  or 
any  other  similar  aid,  the  child,  at  the  same 
time,  continuing  well.  By  “unnatural 
labour  ” is  meant  that  in  which  the  present- 
ing part  of  the  foetus  is  the  arm,  the  foot, 
&c.,  the  delivery  being  completed  without 
the  use  of  “forceps,  lever,  or  crotchet,” 
and  requiring  merely  the  turning  of  the 
child. 

Dr.  Smellie,  the  celebrated  practitioner 
of  midwifery  says,  that  out  of  one  thousand 
cases  eight  shall  be  found  to  require  instru- 
ments, or  to  have  the  child  turned  in  order 
to  avoid  them ; shewing  that  only  eight  in 
one  thousand  may  be  unnatural,  and  per- 
haps those  may  not  call  for  artificial  deli- 
very further  than  turning  the  child,  wbicji 
can  easily  be  done  by  an  experienced  mid- 
wife. Dr.  Bland  says  that  out  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety  cases  there  were  but 
sixty-three  of  unnatural  labour.”  In  tin; 
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whole  eigliteen  hundred  and  ninety  lie* 
gives  only  twelve  as  calling  for  instruments. 
Dr.  Dewees,  of  Philadelphia,  says  that  out 
of  three  thousand  cases,  he  has  not  met 
with  one  requiring  the  use  of  the  crotchet. 
Dr.  Blundell,  the  able  and  respectable 
Accoucheur,  deprecates  the  practice  of 
interfering  with  the  progress  of  labour, 
and  says  “a  meddlesome  midwifery  is 
dangerous.”  He  appears  to  trust  very 
much  to  the  mother’s  strength.  One  of  the 
witnesses  previously  alluded  to,, had  “de- 
livered some  hundreds  of  women  and  used 
instruments  only  twice.’’  Another  witness, 
as  we  saw,  allowed  that  in  the  agregate 
of  between  twenty  thousand  and  thirty 
thousand  cases  he  had  not  considered  them 
necessary  above  twenty  times.  I have 
conversed  with  many  eminent  practition- 
ers, who  have  been  employed  in  a consi- 
derable portion  of  the  obstetric  cases  in 
their  respective  neighbourhoods,  and  were 
I to  conclude  from  their  admissions,  I must 
believe  that  not  one  case  in  thirteen  hun- 
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tired  or  fourteen  hundred  reaily  requires 
artificial  assistance,  (I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  no  more  receive  it)  further  than  the 
hands  of  an  operator  can  afford.  In  my 
own  experirniee,  and  I have  seen  a great 
number  of  births,  I never  met  with  one 
where  the  fingers  of  an  attendant  were  not 
sufficient.  Taking  all  these  facts  together, 
wliat  is  the  conclusion  ? That  in  a very 
trifling  proportion  indeed,  is  foreign  assis- 
tance necessary,  the  eflforts  of  the  -womb, 
judiciously  aided  by  the  midwife,  sufficing. 

Be  it  understood  that  Smellie,  Dances, 
E.  B.  &c..in  giving  so  small  an  average  of 
instrumental  labours,  have  been  alluding 
to  Hospitals  and  Public;  practice,  for  in 
Private  practice  the  number  of  such  cases 
is  much  greater..  Why  ? In  Public  Hos- 
pitals the  patients  are  left  entirely  to  female 
attendants  who  “call  ill  the  Surgeons  only 
in  cases  of . danger.”  On  the  otl^er  hand, 
a medical  man  who  lias  an  extensive  pro- 
fessional routine  to  go  through,  must,  for 
his  own  convenience,  hasten  the  termina- . 
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tioii  of  labour,  and  iherejare  manual  force 
and  instruments  are  more  in  use,  because 
it  “ saves  very  considerably  the  time  of  the 
medical  man.” 

Even  if  the  necessity  of  instruments 
were  considerably  greater,  what  obstacle 
is  there  to  females  becoming  expert  in  the 
application  of  them?  It  is  not  bodily 
strength  that  is  required,  but  ingenuity, 
and  an  adaptation  of  the  action  in  using 
them  to  the  efforts  of  the  womb,  or  the  defi- 
ciency of  its  power.  I contend  that  instru- 
ments do  great  harm  in  the  majority  of 
instances,  and  nothing  but  the  desire  to 
save  one  life  or  both  can  sanction  their 
employment.  No  man  is  justified  in  risk- 
ing the  safety  of  either  mother  or  child, 
because  he  “has  a great  deal  to  do”  or 
another  lady  to  visit,  or  another  being  to 
drag  into  the  world.  It  would  be  more 
humane,  and  would  breathe  more  of  a 
Christian  spirit  were  he  to  decline  making 
engagements  where  there  is  no  probability 
of.  his  being  able  to  attend  patiently  and. 


properly : but  so  long  as  wives  forget  them- 
selves, so  long  as  they  lose  all  respect  for 
their  Husbands  and  the  dignity  of  their 
own  character,  such  will  be  the  practice, 
and  so  long  will  there  be  found  men  who, 
at  the  shrine  of  mammon,  will,  like  siicli 
patients,  forget  the  precepts  of  honour  and 
virtue. 

Although  instruments  invariably  injure 
either  the  mother  or  child,  we  now  and 
then  meet  with  cases  where  it  is  necessary 
for  the  existence  of  one  or  both  to  employ 
them.  We  must  then  make  a virtue,  of 
necessity,  and  overlook  the  lesser  danger 
to  avoid  -a  greater. 

Concluding  that  instruments  are  used 
uncalled  for  by  Male  Nurses,  and  we  to 
feel  assured  they  will  be  more  seldom  had 
recourse  to  by  the  other  sex?  Undoubted- 
ly, for  as  the  peculiar  and  tender  disposi- 
tion of  females  will  always  repulse  the  idea 
of  their  application,  and  as  they  will  not 
have  to  perform  the  general  oocupation  of 
a Surgeon,  so  will  they  have  more  time  to 
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spare,  and  can  await, . with  due  patienee',. 
the  result  of  Nature’s  efforts  to  get  rid  of 
its  living  burden.  , I; have  remarked  in 
most  professors  of  the  Chirurgical  art,  a. 
desire  to  operate,  and  this  desire,  indepen- 
dent of  other  causes,  is  mostly  sufficient  to- 
induce  a recourse  to  instrumental  power, 
in  hastening  the  wished  for  event,  although 
other  means  can  be.  as  safely  resorted  to, 
and  as  effectually,  though  more  slowly. 

It  may  be  said  that^we  ought,  at  all  times, 
to  diminish  suffering,  and  as  labour  is  un- 
doubtedly. a period,  of  pain,  so.  ought  we  to 
lessen  its  duration.  My  answer  is  : If  we 
can,  by  any  means,  procure  relief  for  a per- 
son without  incurring  any  visk  to  the  indi- 
vidual, or  placing  another  in  jeopardy, \eX  us 
do  so.  Now,  I argue,  that  parturition, 
though  most  painful,  is  not  in  itself  dan- 
gerous, therefore  we  act  in  opposition  to 
the  received  principles  of  humanity  and 
true  Christianity  when  we,  for  the  purpose 
of  shortening  suffering  which  will  naturally 
have  an  agreeable  termination,  adopt  a. 


system  by  possibility  perfectly  consistent 
with  the  Mother’s  safety,  but  inasmuch  as 
it  places  the  life  of  the  foetus  in  no  very 
satisfactory  situation,  is  confessedly  blame- 
able- 

The  objections  applicable  to  instruments, 
but  in  a less  marked  degree,  are  strong 
against  the  too  officious  interference  of  the 
finders.  How  often  do  we  see  Accou- 
cheurs,  uneasily  expecting  relief  from  their 
attendance,  and  impatiently  wishing  to 
visit  another  whose  better  pecuniary  cir- 
cumstances are  a much  greater  attraction, 
frequently  trying  to  ascertain  what  pro- 
gress has  been  made;  thus  producing  irri- 
tation, inflammation  and  its  consequences: 
and  if  the  labour  be  sufficiently  advanced 
to  allow  his  reaching  it,  the  poor  infant’s 
head  most  surely  bearing  upon  it  visible 
marks  of  this  kind  effort,  to  release  it  from 
its  confinement,the  patient  a little  sooner  of 
her  charge,  and  himself  irom  the  obligation 
to  remain.  It  is  a well  ascertained  fact, 
that  those  children  who  are  born  in  Hos- 
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pitals,  or  are  usliered  into  the  world-  by, 
midwifes,  do  in  almost  all  instances  possess; 
well  shaped  heads,  at  least  heads  uninjured 
by  the  handt/,  exeitious  which  leave  sucli 
characteristic  signs  upon  the  protogees  of 
an  accoucheur.  T'am  acquainted  with 
ladies  who  have  had  several  children,  and- 
who,  in  some  instances,  were- delivered  by 
females,  in  others  by  surgeons  of  “consi- 
derable eminence.”  Now  I can  easily  dis- 
tinguish which  Messrs.  A.  and  B.  brought 
into  the  world  from  those  Mrs.  — received. . 
The  former  smaller  and  weakly,  displaying 
distinguishing  proofs  of  the  ^^men-mid- 
wives”  anxiety  to  welcome  the  young 
visitors,  while  the  latter  had  evidently  met 
with  a more  tender  and  friendly,  though- 
perhaps  less  feeling  reception. 

“What  is  this  delicate  young;  gentle- 
man’s name?  said  a noted  Surgeon  and 
Plirenologist  to  a lady  of  my  acquaintance, 

he  has  the  most  beautiful  craniological 
head  I ever  met  with — such  conscientious- 
aess — such  combativeness,  but  governed 
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"by  conscientiousness  1 — and  such  talent  for 
inquiry, — his  organs  of  causality,  locality, 
and  acquisitiveness,  are  positively  the  most 
prominent  I ever  saw.”  Why,  Mr.  — have 
you  forgotten  Thomas,  whom  you  delivered 
-me  of  the  night  you  afterwards  attended 
Lady — , shortly  before  you  went  to  Batli? 
You  surely  don’t  forget  how  anxious  you 
were,  and  what  pain  I suffered,  though  he 
is  smaller  than  any  of  the  rest  of  which 
Mrs,  — has  attended  me.” 

How  much  Gall  and  Spurgheim  owe 
to  those — I am  at  a loss  what  to  term  them, 
“man-midwives.”  They  are,  in  truth, 
most  clever  Phrenological  bump  makers, 
and  if  the  Cranioscopic  system  be  correct 
expecting  parents  can  procure  dispositions 
and  characters  in  variety,  by  merely  in- 
forming their  Gentlemen  attendants  what 
temper  they  wish  their  offspring  to  possess; 
and  he  will  dextrously  mould  and  form  the 
pliant  yielding  skull  to  the  requisite  shape. 
“Nurse,” said  Mr.  Obstetric,  “that child’s 
head  is  a strange  shape,  it  squints  abomin- 
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ably,  and  seems  convulsed.”  Yes,  Sir, 
and  Mistress  thinks  you  hurt  it  last  night, 
you  were  so  persevering.^^  “ Oh  no,  ray 
good  woman,  I sliall  tell  her  it  is  a natural 
bad  formation,  and  you  may  wash  it  often 
with  a little  vineg’ar  and  warm  water,  until 
that  redness  goes  off,  then  you  may  press 
the  head  gently  into  a better  form.’’  This 
is  not  an  uncommon  case,  and  I have  seen 
instances  of  obliquity  of  vision,  convul- 
sions, &c.  caused  most  evidently  by  impru- 
dent fingering.  In  some  of  them  the 
defect  and  dangers  have  been  removed  or 
moderated  by  judiciously  applying  pres- 
sure in  such  a way  as  to  raise  the  cause  of 
irritation,  the  depressed  cranium:  but  this 
does  not  always  succeed,  and  unless  the 
naturally  good  constitution  of  the  child, 
with  careful  nursing,  overcome  the  baneful 
tendency  incurred  by  the  attendant  s ill- 
judged  method,  it  either  meets  a miserable 
death,  or  betrays  distressing  symptoms  of 
bodily  deformity  or  mental  weakness. 

The  mischiefs  I have  alluded  to  are  not 
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all  a patient  has  to  fear  from  the  practi- 
tioner. Should  the  infant,  fortunately  for 
itself,  be  delivered  in  good  time,  and  he 
has  to  perform  the  same  office  for  another, 
the  gelling  aivay  the  afterbirth  is  a consi- 
deration of  some  moment  with  him.  He 
may  tell  you  how  desirable  it  is  to  bring 
it  off  while  the  womb  has  sufficient  strength 
to  collaspe,  and  under  a plea  of  regard  for 
your  safety,  be  consulting  only  his  own 
conveniences.  The  afterbirth  is  very  fre- 
quently brought  away  much  too  soon,  and 
hence  mostly  arise  the  dangerous  floodings 
we  sometimes  hear  of.  I have  known  more 
than  one  instance  of  tiie  efforts  to  extract 
it  inverting  the  ^t•o»^&,when  a little  patience 
would  have  seen  all  that  ought  to  be  wished 
accomplished.  I have  met  with  very  se- 
vere illnesses  produced  by  the  over  anxiety 
of  an  accoucheur  to  get  away.  A man 
who  is  earnestly  expecting  another  will 
often  apply  to  his  watch,  and  think  how 
slowly  the  minutes  pass ; so  will  one  of 
your  nondescripts,  by  repeated  examina- 
tion, betray  his  impatience — rnptnrinp  the 
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membranes  much  too  early,  and  tliiis 
causing  incalculable  mischief.  Another 
evil  I will  mention.  In  despair  of  the 
labour  advancing  rapidly  enough,  they 
will  “draw  a little  blood”  from  their  pa- 
tients, for  the  avowed  purpose  of  “prevent- 
ing inflammation,  &c.”  but  in  reality  to 
retard  tJie  progress  of  delivery^  and  enable 
them  to  leave  for  a time.  If  the  measure 
cause  the  desired  delay,  what  do  they  care 
about  weakening  the  poor  sufferer,  and,  in 
the  generality  of  instances,  proving  the 
death  of  the  child,  which  is  still  born. 

Ask  yourselves  whether  it  is  possible 
that  females  would  be  guilty  of  all  tliis. 
Their  disposition,  their  general  character 
would  rebel  against  it,  they  would  aw'ait 
patiently  the  efforts  of  nature,  and  in  sym- 
pathizing with  your  sufferings  would  allow' 
no  other  consideration  than  regard  for 
your  welfare,  and  the  dictates  of  human- 
ity to  guide  them.  They  would  not  be 
habituated  by  education  and  customary 
employment  to  scenes  and  feelings  which 
commonly  blunt  the  sensibilities  of  medical 
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men,  neither  would  tliey,  if  inclined,  pos- 
sess tlie  power  and  means  to  do  mischief 
of  one  of  my  own  sex. 

Suppose,  for  arguments’  sake,  all  that 
I have  said  against  the  gentlemen  may 
equally  apply  to  yourselves,  ought  you  to 
hesitate  an  instant  in  engaging  one  of 
oivn  sex?  Are  your  principles  so  contami- 
nated, does  fashion  so  overcome  your  bet- 
ter and  more  amiable  feelings,  that,  for- 
getting tlie  dignity  of  your  nature,  you 
must,  at  such  a time,  and  when  your 
alarmed  and  affectionate  husband  is  for- 
bidden the  room,  have  about  your  person 
one  of  /lis  sex  ? I cannot  believe  it,  erro- 
neous notions  of  danger,  and  male  superi- 
ority, under  such  trying  circumstances, 
not  want  of  modesty,  are  to  blame.  You 
must  be  well  aware  how  much  the  happi- 
ness of  your  husbands  depends  upon  your- 
selves, and  yuu  will  readily  admit  that  no 
man,  gifted  with  the  common  feelings  of 
human  nature,  possessing  a delicate  and 
sensitive  mind,  however  loving  and  affec- 
tionate he  may  be,  can  fee/  quite  at  home  on 
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being  turned  out  of  the  room  in  wbich  hi» 
wife  lies  when  a “man  midwife”  is  paying 
her  those  attentions,  and  tendering  those 
offices,  none  but  a female  should  perform. 

As  for  my  own  part,  well  do  I remember 
the  dread  with  which  I contemplated  the 
approach  of  my  wife’s  first  confinement. 

I knew  that  many  of  her  friends  were  con- 
stantly advising.her  to  call  in  their  favorite 
medical  man,  and  although  I had  full  con- 
fidence in  the  propriety  of  her  sentiments,^ 
still  was  I apprehensive  the  continual  ad- 
vice she  received  would  induce  her  to  de~ 
sire  the  assistance  of  Mr.  A.  or  Mr.  B. 
I need  hardly  confess  my  delight  (for  I 
had  determined'  never  to  influence  her  de- 
cision in  that  matter)  when  she  requested 
I would  engage  Mrs.  C.  as  her  attendant, 
adding,  “ no  woman  of  strict  virtue  would 
consent  to  employ  other  than  a female,  in 
her  situation.  Such  would  be  the  senti- 
ment of  every  woman  who  holds  her  cha- 
racter in  any  estimation,  and  so  would  every 
husband  feel  under  similar  circumstances. 

Having  endeavoured  to  prove  the  inde- 
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licacy  and  risk  of  calling  in  a Surgeon, 
(and  I am  sure  in  abler  hands  than  mine 
they  would  admit  ot  more  perfect  illustra- 
tion) let  me  attempt  to  satisfy  you  that 
females  are  not  only  capable  of  becoming 
as  eminent,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word, 
but  also  more  competent  attendants. 

We  see  in  works  on  midwifery,  especi- 
ally tliose  which  profess  to  trace  the  art  to 
its  origin,  that  surprise  is  expressed  how 
so  few  accidents  could  happen  in  former 
times,  when  none  but  f emales  assisted  during 
parturition.  This  surprise  is  only  assumed, 
for  who  can  possibly  feel  astonishment  at 
wliat  is  consistent  and  natural  ? Some  self 
sapient  authors  in  alluding  to  particular 
nations,  tell  us  that  the  manners  and  times 
beins  ruder  and  less  civilized,  the  female 
system  could  then  better  bear  the  pains 
and  office  of  labour;  but  in  this  degenerate 
age,  the  customs  of  polished  life  liave  so 
debilitated  your  bodies,  as  to  render  you 
incapable  of  undergoing  what  the  mothers 
of  former  times  experienced.  Others, 
equally  wise,  tell  you,  that  in  Italy  and 
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ether  temperate  countries,/*  the  warmtli  of' 
the  climate  would  exert  a genial  influence 
very  much  facilitating  the  progress  of  la- 
bour, and  to  this  circumstance,”  say  they, 
“ we  may  perhaps  fairly  attribute  a great 
portion  of  that  success  which,  at  this  period 
appears  to  have,  exceeded  any  reasonable 
expectation.”'  This  is  a ridiculous  attempt' 
at  argument.  Thinking  /Am*  system,  no 
doubt,  must  be  the  best,,  and' finding  the 
relative  number  of  injuries  against  them, 
they  forsooth,  disingeniously  deny  merit 
where  merit  is  due,  and  tell  you  the  climate 
was  favourable.  Pray?  gentlemen,  have* 
the  seasons  and  climates  altered  to  such  a 
degree,  that  theic  “ genial  influence  ” no 
longer  exists,  and  none  but  individuals  of 
your  talent  can  safely  steer  a suffering 
parent  through  her  difficulties  ? Pshaw! 
you  must,  indeed,  possess  tlie  bumps  of 
combativeness  and  obstinacy,  in  a most 
eminent  degree,  to  contend  your  point. 
The  true  reason  why  the  number  of  unto- 
ward circumstances  were  formerly  so  very. 
few  as  to  excite  wonder  dctpresent,  is  this 
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— we  have  novr  so  many  of  Gall  and  Spur- 
sheim’s  kind  friends  about  us  that  many 
accidents  happen  which  would  not  have 
occured  had  you,  as  in  past  years,  none 
but  midwives.  The"  wonder  is  not  why 
so  few  happened  but  that  more  do  not 
take  place  now. 

We  make  the  Scriptures  a foundation 
for  our  opinions  and  actions,  and  we  are 
accustomed  to  look  among  the  Romans  for 
examples  of  dignity  and  virtue.  It  is  dis- 
tinctly enough  proved  from  all  the  passages 
in  Scripture  on  this  subject,  that  women 
were  the  only  practitioners  of  midwifery. 
What  did  the  Roman  matrons  ? did  they 
heedlessly  place  themselves  in  the  hands* 
of  men?  no,  the- propriety  of  their  senti- 
ments forbade  that,  and  none  but  females 
were  allowed  to  go  near  them..  The 
motlier  of  Socrates  was  a midwife.  At 
Athens,  so  honourable  was  the  distinction 
held',  that  midwives  had  the  privilege  of 
proposing  and  making  marriages.  The 
physical  frame  of  your  sex  is  the  same 
ilow  as  in  times  past  -—Climates  and  Sea^ 
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sons  are  the  same,  while  the  more  polished 
customs  have  not  diminished  your  consti- 
tutional strength,  as  to  cause  a greater 
mortality  during  lahour  than  in  centuries 
gone  by.  Added  to  this,  the  more  positive 
information  as  to  what  hopes  in  the  arcana 
of  nature,  and  the  better  understanding  at 
present  possessed  of  the  causes  and  effects 
connected  with  the  animal  economy,  must 
combine  in  diminishing  exceedingly  the 
risk  and  dangers  of  pregnancy  and  its  con- 
sequences., Now  all  this  knowledge  can 
1)6  communicated  to  females,  and  such 
being  the  case  why  is  it  not  ?nore  generally 
done?  All  Lying-in  Hospitals  are  exclu- 
sively attended,,  more  correctly  speaking, 
superintended,  by  women.  The  City  of 
London  Hospital  affords  a most  powerful 
proof  of  what  female  intelligence  can  per- 
form, and  “ a singular  instance  of  the  ad- 
vantage of  having  all  the  departments  of  a 
public  institution  filled  with  persons  duly 
qualified  for  their  office,  occurs  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  charity.  In  the  year  1803, 
the  Royal  Humane  Society  was  called  upon 
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to  attend  to  the  claims  of  Mrs.  Newby, 
matron  of  the  City  of  London  Lying-in 

Hospital,  a situation  which  she  had  filled 

for  thirty  years,  and  during  that  period  had 
recovered  more  than  five  hundred  cldldren, 
some  of  whom  for  five,,  others  for  ten,  and 
some  for  twenty  minutes,  did  not  disc*over 
any  signs  of  life,  but  by  her  judicious  ex- 
ertions were  restored  to  their  mothers. 

The  society  did  not  for  a moment  hesitate 
in  bestowing  upon  her  a medal,  bearing 
upon  it  an  appropriate  inscription.  I am 
told  Mrs.  Newby  was  very  frequently  ap- 
plied to  for  advice  in  the  most  trying  cir- 
cumstances, by  professional  men  of  c*on- 
siderable  reputation.  If  we  search  the  re- 
cords, and  peruse  the  liistory,  of  Lying-in 
Hospitals,  we  shall  find  most  abundant  evi- 
dence of  the  superiority  of  women  in  their 
duty  as  midwives. 

“The  Medical  faculty  of  Marienburgh 
has  lately  conferred  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
on  the  widow  Boivin,  head  nurse  and  di- 
rectress of  the  Hospital  of  the  Fauborg  St.. 

• Vide.— Uislory  oftbcSocicljr. 
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Denis,  at  Paris,  tile  authoress  of  a clever 
work  on  midwifery  and  otlier  writings/' 
An  Indian  or  African  woman  would  re- 
volt at  the  idea  of  employing  a man  under 
the  circums^tances  of  labour:  she  from  a 
sense  of  shame,  secludes  herself,  generally 
unassisted,  until  her  pains  are  over.  Na- 
ture, the  most  correct  and  proper  guide, 
informs  her  it  would  be  wrong,  at  that  pe- 
riod, to  be  seen ; and  shall  what  is  abhor- 
rent to  one,  commonly  but  unjustly,  looked 
upon  as  little  superior  to  the  brute  creation, 
be  sanctioned  by  you  ? shall  she  teach  the 
delicate  and  civilized  daughters  of  Britain 
a lesson  of  virtue  ? Does  not  her  conduct, 
complied  Avith  the  paucity  of  accidents 
amongst. female  slaves,  prove  how  much 
nature,  when  left  to  herself,  will  perform  ? 

In  every  country  village,  especially 
among  the  wives  of  farmers  and  husband- 
men,  you  can  always  find  some  good  women 
noted  for  the  ability  in  “putting  them  to 
bed,”  to  use  their  quaint  method  of  expres- 
sion. How  seldom  do  we  hear  of  accidents 

arising  under  their  case,  and  yet  they  have 
very  rarely  received  any  instruction  but 
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wliat  tlieir  own  feelings  and  experience,  as 
mothers,  convey.  Even  when  the  village 
boasts  the  honour  of  containing  a Surgeon, 
is  he  at  all  times  called  upon  ? very  rarely, 
for  the  customs  of  towns  and  fashions  have 
not  contaminated  the  cottagers,  they  will, 
in  the  majority  of  cases,  shrink  from  the 
thought.  In  short,  there  is  nothing  can 
excuse  you  being  attended  by  a Surgeon, 
until  a midivife  hfis  advised  the  necessity  for 
so  doing — then  such  a course  w ould  become 
a duty,  but  not  until  then  should  he  be  per- 
mitted to  approach  you  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting.  I beg  your  pardon,  ladies,  if 
any  of  you  feel  satisfied  that  you  are 
formed  in  person,  and  that  owing  to  such 
deformity  it  may  be  requisite  to  take  the 
life  of  your  infant  to  save  your  own,  it  be- 
comes you  to  employ  an  accoucheur.  (In 
my  opinion,  a woman  who  becomes  a second 
time  pregnant,  is  guilty  of  murder^  if  her 
first  child  has  been  destroyed  in  conse- 
quence of  its  parent’s  faulty  formation) 
If  there  be  any  among  you  indifferent  to 
the  respect  of  your  husbands  and  society. 
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all  I can  say  will  be  futile ; but  I do  not 
address  myself  to  characters  so  unworthy, 
I am  willing  to  believe  there  are  none  such. 

You  may  perhaps  ask  how  females  are 
to  rccieve  the  knowledge  calculated  to  jus- 
tify their  interference.  I am  acquainted 
with  a very  worthy  brother  practitioner 
who  has  an  extensive  midwifery  practice, 
but  withal  so  liberal  in  his  views,  that  he 
' has  annually  several  classes  of  females, 
who  attend  upon  him  to  derive  benefit  from 
his  instructions.  He  tells  me  they  are 
mostly  very  quick  in  acquiring  informa- 
tion, so  much  so,  that  in  a short  time,  he 
would  unhesitatingly  place  his  patients  in 
their  hands,  and  which  he  is  frequently 
obliged  to  do,  from  press  of  business ; nor 
has  he  ever  regretted  such  a display  of 
confidence  towards  any  of  them.  I have 
heard  many  women  wish  for  facilities  in 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  practice  of 
midwifery,  and  I know  some  respectable 
widows  who  would  gladly  apply  them- 
•selve^  to  acquire  knowledge  of  that  nature. 
There  are  hundreds  of  Surgeons,  w ho  are 
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hardly  able  to  get  a decent  livelihood,  and 
whose  wives  would  in  a very  short  period 
be  able  and  willing  to  act  2is  midwives^ 
The  objection  which  is  advanced  that 
were  men  exchided,  we  could  not  find 
females  who  would  submit  to  the  task  of 
learning y is  therefore  untenable.  There 
will  always  be  consulting  Surgeons  to 
every  hospital  for  parturient  women,  and 
were  they  to  give  instructions  to  those  fe- 
males who  might  be  willing  to  attend,  t 
am  convinced  the  number  would  never  be 
deficient.  The  lectures  can  be  praclicallTf 
explained  upon  the  patients  by  the  matron 
of  the  institution,  nay,  s/temay  as  well  lec- 
ture too.  In  all  medical  schools  or  univer- 
sities, the  practical  part  of  midwifery  is 
taught  the  students  mostly  by  the  matrons 
of  those  hospitals  connected  with  the 
schools.  Here,  then,  is  not  only  the  capa- 
bility of  learning,  but  the  power  of  teach- 
ing, in  your  sex — why  should  it  not  be  so? 
In  most  public  Lying-in  Hospitals  the 
managers  and  matrons  have  the  power  of 
giving  licences  to  practice  as  midivivcs,  to 
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nurses  who  iiave  been  edu.cated  for  the  oc- 
cupation— and  were  the  practice  of  em- 
ploying females  more  general,  hundreds  of 
them  would  readily  desire  instruction,  and 
soon  become  as  competent,  still  more  fitting, 
practitioners  than  any  one  of  the  nonde- 
scripts. 

I have  thus  endeavoured  to  satisfy  you 
how  easy  it  is  to  accomplish  what  I advise, 
and  if  I have  succeeded,  it  will  readily  be 
admitted  that  “ Men  Midwives”  should  no 
longer  be  tolerated.  Why,  you  may  as  well 
employ  men  as  ladies'*  maids there  is 
just  as  much  necessity,  and  equally  as 
much  propriety  and  consistency.  The  idea 
that  Accoucheurs  are  superior  and  neces- 
sary can  no  longer  be  any  excuse,  and  if 
the  balance  were  hardly  even  as  to  skill  or 
knowledge,  common  decency  alone,  should 
make  it  preponderate  in  fiivour  of  females. 
However,  no  difficulty  exists  against  their 
obtaining  proficiency,  and  if  you  once 
firmly  resolve  upon  no  longer  submitting 
to  a disgraceful  and  sinful  system, you  will 
not  only  be  more  worthy  our  respect  and 
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affections,  but  receive  a gratifying  reward 
in  your  own  feelings,  and  be  the  means  of 
insuring  useful  and  valuable  employment 
to  great  numbers  of  deserving  females,  far 
more  meritorious  and  befitting  the  occupa- 
tion, than  the  numerous  gentry  wlio  mono- 
polize the  practice  at  present. 

THE  END. 


ERRATA. 

Page  0,  for  inhunce  read  enhance. 

13,  for  Louis  4(li  read  Louis  \4fh, 

17,  for  Dances  read  Dezoees. 
ib.  for  E.  li.  read  Dr.  B. 

ib.  for  Hospitals  read  Hospital. 

1 8,  for  of  read  for. 

1 9,  for  and  read  are. 

2 1 , for  this  read  his : for  effort  read  efforts. 

22,  for  Midzeifes  read  Midzuives. 

23,  for  Spurgheim  read  Spurzheiin. 

ib.  for  Man-midzoives  road  Men-midzeives. 
25,  for  collaspe  read  collapse. 

31,  for  Spurgheim  read  Spurzheiin. 

32,  for  hopes  read  passes. 

34,  for  complied  read  coupled:  the  read//je/r. 
ib.  for  care  read  case.  , 
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